FOR baby chucklings of delight
Here in the earliest dawn,
We thank Thee, Master and Lord:

Teach us to lead this babe and to train him aright
By Thy way, which is freedom and love:

Teach us, 0 Christ, to plant in his mind, his life,

Thine ideal of selfless activity:

Teach us to show him Thy joy in friendship, in beauty

of flowers and forest,
Thy belief in the infinite worth of each human life:

Teach us to train him to be what he was, from whom

he is named,
Francis,

RICH may thy whole life be with God's joy,
Little son,

Rich with His own deep love,

Rich with the splendour of losing thyself in His own
great cause;

Mayst thou have eyes to see, in His wonderful world,
The beauty of God revealed:
Mayst thou love with passionate joy
The dawn, the stars, and the mountains:

Mayst thou see God's truth,
And have power to tell it to men;